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PACT-Sponsored Workshop at UMN in October 
From October 26-27 the University of Minnesota Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics (MCT) 
will be hosting a PACT-Sponsored Workshop.  The title of the workshop is Translational 
Development & Scale Up:  Focus on Immune Cell Populations.  There is no charge to attend 
the workshop which will be held at the University of Minnesota Continuing Education & 
Conference Center in St. Paul and the MCT Facility.  To register for the workshop and for 
more information including the agenda visit www.pactgroup.net; registration is currently 
open.  The agenda includes discussions on clinical trial development, strategies for hosting an 
FDA audit and a tour of the MCT GMP Facility. 

The intended audience for the workshop includes Laboratory Medical Directors, Supervisors, 
Clinical Investigators, Scientists/Researchers and Technologists specializing in cell therapy. 

The workshop has the following primary objectives: 

 To introduce critical aspects in phase I/early phase II clinical trial design in the 
context of immune-based therapies. 

 Discussions on immune monitoring applications and QC testing in cellular therapy. 
 A review of regulatory requirements and technical issues in cell processing methods 

from the research laboratory to the clinical laboratory. 

Listed below are the speakers and presenters for the workshop. 

 John E. Wagner, MD  Jeffrey S. Miller, MD 

 David H. McKenna, Jr., MD  Claudio G. Brunstein, MD 

 John R. Ohlfest, PhD  Keli L. Hippen, PhD 

 Julie M. Curtsinger, PhD  Allison Hubel, PhD 

 Diane M. Kadidlo, BS, MT (ASCP), SBB  Darin J. Sumstad, BS, MT (ASCP) 

 Fran Rabe, MS, CQM (ASQ)  Adrian P. Gee, MI Biol, PhD 
 

http://www.pactgroup.net/
mailto:pactinfo@pactgroup.net
http://www.pactgroup.net/






http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-09/mhif-fut091410.php
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-09/mhif-fut091410.php
http://ccct.sph.uth.tmc.edu/cctrn/Public/PublicHome.aspx
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PACT Website Update 
In the May 2010 newsletter, the PACT Group announced the launch of the new PACT public 
website.  Since this time, we have added a large amount of educational and informational 
content for our users.  Under the Education tab you can find a list of relevant cell therapy 
books and presentations; as well as, slides and recordings from PACT workshops and web 
seminars.  Our Resources tab includes instructions for SOP requests, a listing of commercial 
cytokines, antibodies and culture bags as well as an extensive links page which features links 
to cell therapy organizations and relevant regulatory references.  Please visit the PACT 
website at www.pactgroup.net to find this content. 
 

 
Figure 1: Cell Therapy Publications page in Education section 

of the PACT website 
 
 

http://www.pactgroup.net/�
mailto:pactinfo@pactgroup.net�
http://www.pactgroup.net/�
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Figure 2: Resource Initiative page including a list of commercially available cytokines, 
antibodies, and freezing/culture bags 

Publication Announcements 
• A PACT manuscript titled, “Shipping of Therapeutic Somatic Cell Products” has been accepted for 

publication in Cytotherapy.  The PACT group conducted a validation study of shipments of cryopreserved 
somatic cells, fresh peripheral blood specimens, and apheresis products. Comparisons of pre- and post-
shipped cells or cell products at the participating PACT facilities included measurements of viability, 
phenotypic profiles and cellular functions. 

• A PACT abstract has been accepted for the 2010 AABB Annual Meeting/TXPO to be held October 9-12 in 
Baltimore, MD.  The abstract titled, “NIH/NHLBI-Funded Program Production Assistance for Cellular 
Therapies (PACT) Renewed” will be displayed as a poster session of the meeting and published in the 
meeting abstract supplement in the journal Transfusion. 

Scientific Meeting Attendance 
 May 24-26, 2010 - 16th Annual Meeting of the International Society for Cellular Therapy (ISCT) in 

Philadelphia, PA.  The PACT Group had an informational booth at this meeting. 

Applications 
PACT is currently accepting new applications.  Interested applicants can access materials and guidelines for 
assistance in submitting their applications on the PACT website, along with a link to the online application 
system.  Click Apply to PACT for instructions on how to apply on line. 

The following requests to PACT will be accepted and evaluated: 

• Products that aid in the repair and regeneration of damaged/diseased tissues, organs, and biologic 
systems 

• Preclinical studies including basic and early translational (animal models) work 

• Products of programmatic interest to the Institute and associated with a funded clinical study 

• Proposals possessing procedural advancements to further foster and standardize cellular therapies 
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Contact PACT 
Please contact the PACT Coordinating Center if you have any questions regarding the PACT program.  We look 
forward to offering manufacturing and translational services to the cell therapy community. 
 
Contact Person(s):  Jamie Winestone or Debbie Wood 
 
Address: The EMMES Corporation Telephone: 301.251.1161 

401 North Washington Street Fax:  240.306.2527 
Suite 700 Email: pactinfo@pactgroup.net 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 

Website: www.pactgroup.net 
 

This project has been funded in whole or in part with Federal funds from the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services. 

 
-PACT Cell Processing Facilities- 

Baylor College of Medicine Center for Cell and Gene Therapy 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000007C 

University of Minnesota Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics Facility 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000008C 

Center for Human Cell Therapy Boston 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000009C 

University of Wisconsin – Madison Waisman Clinical BioManufacturing Facility 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000010C 

City of Hope Center for Applied Technology Development 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000011C 

 
-PACT Coordinating Center- 

The EMMES Corporation Contract Number:  HHSN268201000006C 
 

 

mailto:pactinfo@pactgroup.net�
http://www.pactgroup.net/�


Page 1 

 

 

PACT Newsletter 

May 2010  Volume 7  No. 2
 

 

In this Issue: 

 PACT Webcast 
Overview 

 PACT Website Update 
Update 

 Applying to PACT 

 Scientific Meeting 
Attendance 

 PACT Awareness 

 
 
 
Contact Us: 

Website: 
http://www.pactgroup.net 
 
Email: 
pactinfo@pactgroup.net 

PACT Group Conducts Webcast on May 4, 2010 

 

PACT Webcast Overview 
On  May  4th  the  PACT  Group  conducted  its  first  webcast  of  the  new  PACT  program.    The 
content of the webcast featured speakers from NHLBI, the five Cell Processing Facilities and 
the Coordinating Center.   Dr. Traci Mondoro, Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative 
from  NHLBI  provided  an  overview  of  the  new  PACT  program.    Next  the  facilities  each 
presented examples of current ongoing clinical and translational cell therapy projects at their 
institutions.  Below is a list of the representatives who presented from each facility: 

Facility Speakers: 

 Ann  Leen,  PhD,  Baylor  College  of  Medicine  Center  for  Cell  and  Gene  Therapy, 
Houston, Texas 

 Larry  Couture,  PhD,  City  of  Hope  Center  for  Applied  Technology  Development, 
Duarte, California 

 Myriam Armant, PhD, Center for Human Cell Therapy, Boston, Massachusetts 

 Derek  Hei,  PhD,  University  of  Wisconsin‐Madison  Waisman  Clinical 
BioManufacturing Facility, Wisconsin 

 John Wagner, MD, University of Minnesota Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics 
Facility, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Lastly,  Dr.  Robert  Lindblad  from  the  Coordinating  Center  spoke  on  the  PACT  application 
process.  A detailed overview and description of the webcast is available on the PACT website 
www.pactgroup.net.    Included  in  the  overview  are  Dr.  Mondoro’s  and  Dr.  Lindblad’s  slide 
presentations,  and  contact  information  for  the  facility  speakers.    Future  webcasts  are 
anticipated on a variety of cell therapy topics. 

http://www.pactgroup.net/
mailto:pactinfo@pactgroup.net
http://www.pactgroup.net/


 
 

PACT Website Update 
 The PACT website has recently been updated.  Our URL is still www.pactgroup.net; however, the design 

and layout of the website have changed.  Website content can now be navigated easily using either the 
images in the center of the homepage, or the sidebar on the left hand side of the website.  A search bar 
is also available on the homepage.  The online application system can be accessed on the website. 

 
 

 

Figure 1:  Homepage of the recently updated PACT website. 

 

 
 

Applications 
PACT  is  currently  accepting  new  applications.    Interested  applicants  can  access  materials  and  guidelines  for 
assistance  in  submitting  their  applications  on  the  PACT  website,  along  with  a  link  to  the  online  application 
system.  Click Apply to PACT for instructions on how to apply on line. 

The following requests to PACT will be accepted and evaluated: 

 Products  that  aid  in  the  repair  and  regeneration  of  damaged/diseased  tissues,  organs,  and  biologic 
systems 

 Preclinical studies including basic and early translational (animal models) work 

 Products of programmatic interest to the Institute and associated with a funded clinical study 

 Proposals possessing procedural advancements to further foster and standardize cellular therapies 
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Scientific Meeting Attendance 
 May 14‐19, 2010  ‐ American Thoracic Society  (ATS)  International Conference  in New Orleans,  LA.  

NHLBI had a booth featuring PACT brochures and product lists. 

 May 17‐22, 2010  ‐ 13th Annual Meeting of American Society of Gene and Cell Therapy  (ASGCT)  in 
Washington, DC.  NHLBI presented on PACT. 

 May 24‐26, 2010  ‐ 16th Annual Meeting of  the  International Society  for Cellular Therapy  (ISCT)  in 
Philadelphia, PA.  PACT will have an informational booth at this meeting. 

 

 

PACT Awareness 
ISCT announced the renewal of PACT in the ISCT Telegraft No.1: 2010: Report from PACT 

PACT has secured an ad in the following journals: 

 CHEST May 1, 2010; 137 (5) (back inside cover) 

 American Journal of Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology Volume 42,  Issue 5; May 1, 2010 (back 
outside cover) 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 



Page 4 

Contact PACT 
Please contact the PACT Coordinating Center if you have any questions regarding the PACT program.  We look 
forward to offering manufacturing and translational services to the cell therapy community. 
 
Contact Person(s):  Jamie Winestone or Debbie Wood 
 
Address:  The EMMES Corporation  Telephone:  301.251.1161 

401 North Washington Street  Fax:   240.306.2527 
Suite 700  Email:  pactinfo@pactgroup.net 
Rockville, MD 20850 

   
Website:  www.pactgroup.net 
 

This project has been funded in whole or in part with Federal funds from the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services. 

 
‐PACT Cell Processing Facilities‐ 

Baylor College of Medicine Center for Cell and Gene Therapy 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000007C 

University of Minnesota Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics Facility 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000008C 

Center for Human Cell Therapy Boston 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000009C 

University of Wisconsin – Madison Waisman Clinical BioManufacturing Facility 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000010C 

City of Hope Center for Applied Technology Development 
Contract Number:  HHSN268201000011C 

 
‐PACT Coordinating Center‐ 

The EMMES Corporation Contract Number:  HHSN268201000006C 

 
 

http://www.pactgroup.net/
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The PACT program has been renewed! 

PACT Program Update 
During the past year, a competitive process has occurred to determine the members of the 
renewed  PACT  program.    On  January  14,  2010  the  original  PACT  ended,  and  on 
January 15, 2010 the NHLBI awarded five year contracts to five cell processing facilities and 
one coordinating center who will participate  in the renewed PACT program.    In the coming 
weeks  the PACT Steering Committee will convene  to discuss  the direction of  this  renewed 
program and to begin the process for accepting new applications.  Here are the members of 
the renewed PACT program: 

Cell Processing Facilities: 

 Baylor College of Medicine 
Center for Cell and Gene Therapy, Houston, Texas 

 Center for Human Cell Therapy 
Immune Disease Institute, Boston, Massachusetts 

 Center for Applied Technology Development 
Beckman Research Institute City of Hope, Duarte, California 

 Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics Facility 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 Waisman Clinical Biomanufacturing Facility 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 

Coordinating Center: 

 The EMMES Corporation, Rockville, Maryland 
 

The PACT Group is an NHLBI‐funded initiative for the advancement of effective cell therapies.  
The objective of this program is to promote the advancement of cellular therapy research in 
the  areas  of  regeneration  of  damaged/diseased  tissues,  organs,  and  biologic  systems,  and 
targeted  treatments  for  serious  diseases  without  effective  therapies.    The  Cell  Processing 
Facilities will  support  translational  research  in novel  cell  therapies,  to advance  the  field of 
cellular  therapy, and  to enable  scientifically meritorious  research  to  reach  the  clinical  trial 
stage.    Additionally,  the  group  will  offer  educational  initiatives  including  educational  web 
seminars, workshops and information/education sessions at upcoming scientific conferences.  
Please continue to visit www.pactgroup.net for more information. 

http://www.pactgroup.net/
mailto:pactinfo@pactgroup.net
http://www.pactgroup.net/
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PACT Website 

 

 Please visit the PACT website at www.pactgroup.net.  The website includes educational materials for the 
cell therapy community  including 24/7 access to a diverse  library of training materials.   These  include a 
listing of relevant cell therapy books, recordings, slides and Q&A transcriptions from PACT Web Seminars 
and slide presentations  from workshops held at  the PACT  facilities.   A  library of GMP  facility SOPs are 
available upon request. 

 PACT  has  engaged  in  reciprocal  linking  to  other  cell  therapy  organizations  both  nationally  and 
internationally. 

Applications 
PACT will begin accepting new applications starting March 1, 2010.  Interested applicants will be provided access 
to materials and guidelines for assistance in submitting their applications on the PACT website, along with a link 
to the online application submission system. 

 

Contact PACT 
Please contact the PACT Coordinating Center if you have any questions regarding the renewed PACT program.  
We look forward to offering manufacturing and educational opportunities to the cell therapy community. 

 
Contact Person(s):  Jamie Winestone or Debbie Wood 
 
Address:  The EMMES Corporation  Telephone:  301.251.1161 

401 North Washington Street  Fax:   240.306.2527 
Suite 700  Email:  pactinfo@pactgroup.net 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 

Website:  www.pactgroup.net 
 

This project has been funded in whole or in part with Federal funds from the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services. 

 
‐PACT Cell Processing Facilities‐ 

Baylor College of Medicine Contract Number:  HHSN268201000007C 
University of Minnesota Contract Number:  HHSN268201000008C 

Immune Disease Institute Boston Contract Number:  HHSN268201000009C 
University of Wisconsin ‐ Madison Contract Number:  HHSN268201000010C 

Beckman Research Institute of City of Hope Contract Number:  HHSN268201000011C 
 

‐PACT Coordinating Center‐ 
The EMMES Corporation Contract Number:  HHSN268201000006C 

 
 

http://www.pactgroup.net/
http://www.pactgroup.net/
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